Electrodermal activity in relation to basal and postdexamethasone levels of thyroid stimulating hormone and basal levels of thyroid hormones in major depressive patients and healthy subjects.
Electrodermal activity in 50 patients with major depression and 50 matched healthy control subjects was related to basal and postdexamethasone changes in levels of thyroid stimulating hormone (TSH), basal levels of thyroid hormones, and nocturnal levels of urinary cortisol. Levels of skin conductance and thyroxine were inversely correlated in the patients, but positively correlated in the healthy subjects. Patients with blunted postdexamethasone reduction of TSH showed high rates of nonevoked electrodermal fluctuations, low TSH levels, and elevated nocturnal urinary cortisol levels.